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THE  BOROUGH  OF  BECCLE,S, 

FOH;  THE  izr: 1894. 


rrHIS  EEPOET  relates  to  the  Borough  of  Becolbs,  which 
I comprises  an  area  of  1892  acres,  and  contains  a popula- 
tion according  to  the  census  of  1891  of  0669  persons  m about 
1100  houses. 


During  the  past  year  103  deaths  have  been  registered  in 
the  Borough,  including  those  who  have  come  into  the  district 
with  their  fatal  illnesses  upon  them.  Estimating  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Borough  at  6669,  the  103  deaths  would  give  a 
rate  of  15  per  1000,  or  excluding  those  who  have  come > into 
the  district  with  their  fatal  illnesses  upon  them  14.4  per  1009, 
which  is  almost  exactly  the  same  death-rate  as  recorded  in 
the  years  1891,  92  and  93.  Of  the  103  deaths,  17  have  been 

undar  one  year  of  age,  and  44  aged  65 and  upwards,  of  which 
number  28  have  been  over  75  years  of  age.  In  the  month 
of  January  several  very  aged  persons  died  from  pulmonary 
affections  associated  with  influenza. 


During  the  past  year  157  births  have  been  registered  in  the 
Borough,  equal  to  a rate  of  23.5  per  1000,  which  is  consider- 
ably below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  following  table  gives  the  births,  deaths  from  all  causes, 
and  from  certain  special  causes  in  each  quarter  of  the  past 


year : — 
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Compared  with  last  year  the  number  of  deaths  from 
phthisis  pulmonalis  increased  from  7 to  10,  in  1892  the 
number  was  6,  and  in  1891  it  was  14.  This  year  14  deaths 
have  been  registered  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  com- 
pared with  14  in  1893  and  27  in  1892.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  heart  disease  was  7,  the  same  as  last  year,  the 
number  in  1892  being  6,  and  in  1891  it  was  9. 

During  the  past  year  only  two  deaths  have  been  registered 
from  the  zymotic  class  of  diseases,  namely,  one  from  whoop- 
ing cough  and  one  from  erysipelas,  both  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year. 


Under  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act,  during  the  past 
year  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  reported,  nine  of 
erysipelas,  18  of  scarlet  fever,  19  of  diphtheria,  and  one  of 
membranous  croup. 

Of  the  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  four  were  notified  in 
January,  three  of  them  being  in  one  house  ; and  one  was 
reported  in  December.  These  cases  were  nursed  at  their 
own  homes.  The  house  in  which  the  three  cases  existed 
was  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 


Two  of  the  cases  of  erysipelas  occurred  in  January,  two 
in  June  and  July,  one  in  November,  and  two  in  December. 

Of  the  18  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  was  reported  in 
February,  one  in  April,  one  in  September,  seven  in  October, 
three  in  November,  and  five  in  December.  The  first  case 
was  reported  from  Ravensmeer  in  the  month  of  February, 
being  a parish  case  it  was  removed  to  the  Infirmary  for  In- 
fectious Diseases  at  Shipmeadow,  it  did  not  spread  to  any 
other  member  of  the  family.  The  second  case  which  was 
reported  on  the  1st  of  April  was  removed  to  North  House,  a 
place  hired  at  that  time  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 
reception  of  infectious  diseases ; in  this  instance  also  the 
disease  did  not  spread  beyond  the  one  case  reported.  No 
fresh  case  was  notified  in  the  Borough  from  this  date  until 
the  27th  of  September,  on  that  day  one  was  reported  in 
Hungate  lane,  and  being  a parish  case  was  removed  to  the 
Infirmary  at  Shipmeadow,  in  this  instance  no  other  member 
of  the  family  was  infected.  On  the  2nd  of  October  a case 
was  notified  in  Newgate  street,  on  the  7th  one  in  Denmark 
road,  on  the  12th  one  in  Alexandra  road,  on  the  13th  one 
in  the  New  Market  place,  and  also  on  the  same  date  one  in 
London  road,  on  the  17th  one  in  Peddars  lane,  and  on  the 
27th  one  in  Newgate  street.  Of  these  cases  the  one  on  the 
17th  was  removed  to  the  Infirmary  at  Shipmeadow,  the  rest 
remaining  in  their  own  homes.  After  September,  North 
House  ceased  to  be  used  for  infectious  diseases,  so  that 
there  was  no  isolation  hospital,  except  the  building  at 
Shipmeadow  connected  with  the  workhouse,  which  can 
only  be  used  for  parish  cases.  On  the  2nd  of  November 
the  next  case  was  reported  in  London  road,  in  the  same 


house  as  the  one  reported  on  the  13th  of  October,  on  the 
19th  and  23rd  of  November  two  cases  occurred  in  Ingate 
street  in  one  family,  and  were  removed  to  the  Infirmary  at 
Shipmeadow.  On  the  1st  of  December  a case  was  reported 
in  Alexandra  road  ; on  the  19th  and  21st  two  in  Ingate 
street  in  one  family,  also  on  the  21st  one  in  Blyburgate 
street,  and  on  the  30th  one  in  Alexandra  road  in  the  same 
house  as  the  one  reported  on  the  1st  of  that  month.  Of  the 
18  cases  reported  throughout  the  year,  16  occurred  between 
the  27th  of  September  and  the  30th  of  December  ; of  the 
18  cases,  17  came  more  or  less  under  my  personal  observa- 
tion, and  were  principally  remarkable  for  the  mildness  of  the 
symptoms.  It  is  possible  that  during  the  last  quarter  other 
cases  occurred,  which  did  not  come  under  the  notice  of  any 
medical  inspection,  and  owing  to  the  mild  character  of  the 
initial  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  over-looked.  Almost 
all  the  cases  reported  in  this  quarter  attended  the  same 
elementary  school,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  source 
of  infection  was  obtained  from  school  attendance,  and  it  is 
probable  that  those  who  did  not  attend  the  same  school 
were  infected  by  some  case  in  which  the  nature  of  the  disease 
was  over-looked. 

The  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  scarlet  fever 
were  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  some  place  for  the  re- 
ception of  infectious  diseases  in  those  cases  where  it  was 
possible  to  do  so.  The  disinfection  of  the  houses  and  rooms 
occupied  by  the  infected  persons,  and  also  the  disinfection 
of  the  National  and  Board  schools  with  sulphur  fumigations 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Nineteen  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the 
past  year.  Of  this  number  one  occurred  in  January,  two 
in  February,  one  in  March,  two  in  May,  one  in  June,  six  in 
July,  three  in  September,  two  in  October,  and  one  in  No- 
vember. The  remarks  made  in  last  year’s  report  relating 
to  this  disease  apply  to  those  notified  this  year.  It  is 
probable  that  a variety  of  exciting  causes  gave  rise  to  the 
throat  affections  in  the  cases  notified. 

This  year  has  been  again  characterized  by  an  absence  of 
summer  diarrhoea,  which  the  unusual  lowness  of  the  summer 
temperature  may  account  for. 


The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall,  mean  temperature, 
and  range  of  temperature,  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 


and  August : — 

June 

Rainfall. 

2.57 

Mean 

temperature. 

...  56.3  .. 

Range  of 
temperature. 

40  to  72 

July 

3.62 

...  60.9  .. 

47  to  82 

August  . . . 

2.05 

...  59.3  .. 

44  to  78 

It  is  interesting 

to  compare  the  rainfall  this  year  with  that 

recorded  during  the  same 

three  months  in 

1893  : — 

June 

Rainfall. 

1.17 

Mean 

temperature. 

...  57.1  .. 

Range  of 
temperature. 

35  to  83 

July 

1.83 

...  61.0  .. 

44  to  85 

August  . . . 

1.14 

...  63.7  .. 

43  to  90 

Both  years  have  been  characterized  in  this  Borough  by 
the  absence  of  summer  diarrhoea,  and  yet  the  conditions  of 
the  temperature  and  rainfall  have  been  very  different  in  the 
two  cases.  It  is  possible  that  the  absence  of  this  disease 
may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  a certain  relationship  must 
exist  between  the  temperature  and  rainfall  before  it  can  be 
manifested. 

The  special  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  has  been 
again  called  to  the  condition  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Beccles  Waterworks  Company,  and  several  specimens  have 
been  brought  to  me  for  inspection.  The  complaints  made 
were  similar  to  those  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  and 
arise  from  a turbidity  due  to  a deposit  of  oxide  of  iron  com- 
bined with  calcareous  salts.  The  water  is  derived  from  the 
chalk  strata,  which  accounts  for  its  hardness.  At  the  same 
time  it  contains  a larger  quantity  of  ferriginous  salts  than 
is  commonly  the  case  with  water  obtained  from  this  parti- 
cular strata.  When  the  water  is  first  pumped  up  from  the 
well  before  it  has  been  exposed  to  the  air  it  is  quite  clear, 
but  has  a distinctly  ferruginous  taste.  After  exposure  to 
the  air  a deposit  of  oxide  of  iron  takes  place  combined  with 
a certain  quantity  of  calcareous  matter,  which  causes  the 
water  to  become  turbid  and  discoloured  in  the  reservoirs 
If  left  undisturbed  for  a certain  number  of  hours  this  de- 
posit of  oxide  of  iron  and  calcareous  matter  settles  to  the 
bottom  of  the  reservoirs  and  the  water  becomes  clear  again . 


If  from  any  cause  a sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  to  allow 
this  deposit  to  settle  before  being  distributed  to  the  town, 
the  water  supplied  is  more  or  less  turbid  and  unfit  for  a 
time  for  drinking  purposes.  It  is  the  presence  of  the  fer- 
ruginous salts  combined  with  chalk  which  occasions  the 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  water  so  as  to  supply  it  to  the 
town  in  a constant  state  fit  for  drinking  purposes.  In  Sep- 
tember at  the  time  when  complaints  about  the  turbidity  of 
the  water  were  more  frequent  than  usual,  certain  alterations 
were  being  made  in  one  of  the  reservoirs,  so  that  the  water 
which  was  pumped  up  from  the  wells  was  not  allowed  to 
remain  quiescent  long  enough  for  the  salts  to  be  deposited 
before  being  distributed  to  the  town  ; in  this  way  the  special 
turbidity  complained  of  was  accounted  for.  Since  that  time 
the  alterations  in  the  reservoirs  have  been  completed,  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  increase  of  accommodation  thus  pro- 
vided will  allow  the  water  to  remain  long  enough  in  the 
reservoirs  for  the  salts  to  deposit  before  passing  into  the 
pipes.  This  is  the  opinion  expressed  to  me  by  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  company,  and  that  is  how  the  matter  stands 
at  the  present  time.  Since  the  reservoirs  have  been  in 
working  order  the  complaints  about  the  turbidity  of  the 
water  have  not  been  so  frequent,  and  the  deposit  when  it 
has  been  present  has  been  much  less  marked  than  it  was  in 
September.  Since  that  time  I have  had  several  samples  of 
water  drawn  from  the  street  hydrants,  and  the  specimens 
so  obtained  have  been  clear.  It  would  seem  that  the  first 
water  drawn  in  the  morning  from  household  taps  is  often 
turbid,  but  in  a short  time  it  becomes  clear  and  remains  so 
generally  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Only  on  very  rare  occa- 
sions has  the  water  continued  unfit  for  drinking  purposes 
for  several  hours. 

Although  the  condition  of  the  reservoirs  may  account  for 
some  of  the  special  complaints  made  during  the  past  year, 
it  is  probable  that  other  causes  have  been  at  work  to  account 
for  the  condition  of  the  water  in  many  households.  The 
fact  that  in  certain  parts  of  the  town  and  in  certain  houses 
the  complaints  have  been  much  more  frequent  than  in  other 
parts,  seems  to  point  to  the  working  of  some  local  cause 
rather  than  a general  one.  The  flushing  of  the  drains  in 
certain  localities  has  often  been  associated  with  a turbid 
condition  of  the  water,  which  is  probably  due  to  the  deposit 
on  the  inside  of  the  pipes  being  disturbed  by  the  rapid  rush 
of  water  through  the  mains.  In  houses  situated  near  the 
dead  ends  of  mains  the  turbidity  of  the  water  is  occasioned 
by  the  same  cause,  namely,  a disturbance  of  the  deposit 
which  is  especially  liable  to  accumulate  in  such  localities. 
These  facts  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  accounting 
for  the  local  rather  than  the  general  complaints  which  have 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
during  the  past  year. 

According  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Journal,  63  cases 
have  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
orders  relating  to  the  same  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
have  been  complied  with. 

The  National  and  Board  Schools  have  been  disinfected 
with  sulphur  fumigations  on  different  occasions  during  the 
past  year. 

The  cow-keepers'  premises  and  dairies  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  kept  in  fairly  good  order. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  26  licensed  cow-keepers' 
premises,  containing  227  cows.  The  Medical  Officer  made 
his  annual  inspection  of  the  cow-keepers’  premises,  dairies 
and  slaughter-houses  during  the  month  of  September. 

There  are  nine  registered  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough, 
which  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

There  are  two  licensed  lodging-houses,  which  have  been 
kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

During  the  month  of  August,  in  consequence  of  complaints 
about  the  water  supplied  by  the  Waterworks  Company, 
samples  were  taken  in  different  parts  of  the  town  by  order 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  placed  before  a committee  of 
that  body  on  the  2nd  of  October.  Other  samples  have  also 
been  taken  at  different  times  by  direction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Edwakd  B.  Croweoot, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bcccles,  January  Yltli,  1895. 
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